A CLOSER LOOK AT IMPROVING
ACCESS TO DENTAL CARE
THROUGH DENTAL EDUCATION

Addressing disparities in dental education and access fo care contributes
to equity in education and dental care delivery, fostering equality and
improving overall health outcomes for underserved communities
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CHANGES IN DENTAL STUDENTS’ ATTITUDES
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COMMUNITY-BASED DENTAL EDUCATION
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Racial/ethnic breakdown of
care provided by Students
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of dental schools require all
students to particpate in
extramural clinical rotations
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of graduating seniors in the
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POSTGRADUATE EDUCATION

AND ACCESS TO DENTAL CARE
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ENHANCING STUDENT AWARENESS AND DESIRE
TO SERVE VULNERABLE POPULATIONS
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Grounded Theory Analysis of Student Experiences (Behar-Horenstein st al., 2015, Figure 1)
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ENHANCING ACCESS THROUGH

DENTAL EDUCATION

Tuition Subsidies and
Public Service

tuition subsidies for in state
dental stfudents who commit
to future public service

Practice Behavior

Factors influencing dentists'
practice behavior,

Market influences
Geographic location

Impact of tuition subsidies

Recommendations

Tuition discounts based on commitments

to public service and using loan

forgiveness programs to incentivize
graduates to practice in underserved areas.

Financial Impact

Public investment in public
dental education subsidies.
Supporting 2,800 graduates.

Estimated market value
of subsidies provided to
students of publicly
supported dental schools

Amount State and local
support for public dental
education declined
between 2008 and 2010.

Conclusion

Tuition discounts for public
service commitments could
be a viable solution.
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